COMMISSIONED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

COLLEGE-CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC WIND SYMPHONY
KEVIN MICHAEL HOLZMAN, MUSIC DIRECTOR

CONFLUENCE

Symphony No. I for Band

ANDREW STRAWN
2025






Program Note

While visiting my brother in Arizona, I found myself wondering what it meant to be a traveler. Yes, the physical experience of heading
somewhere new, whether by choice or not, but particularly the indescribable experience of a change in spirit. [ was drawn to know what
it felt like—what it meant. It seemed to me that two distinct paths could somehow be parallel in experience; the lives of two travelers
could be reflections of one another.

In Confluence, 1 explore this reflection. It centers around two distinct musical characters and their emerging relationship. Where the
tone of the first is dark, fearful, and lost, that of the second is bright, colorful, and playful. Initially, these characters are entirely separate
and develop on their own. At their first crossing, they seem to pass by one another like two ships in the night. As the work progresses,
however, they cross more frequently, often tripping over and interrupting each other. Despite their parallel surrounding experience, they
respond in very different and often deconstructive ways which eventually tear them apart. Part I concludes at the breaking point of this
tension and collapses under its own weight.

In Part II, all of the previous musical elements are mixed together. This mix is terribly muddy, dissonant, and conflicted. The restless
tone from before has been bottled up and must be released again. This time, however, the release is not a collapse but a suspending of
time. Finally, there is a new kind of crossing. One in which the musical characters seem to recognize each other. From here on, the work
grows in excitement, brightness, and conviction. It is not a traditional synthesis, however. The musical elements still remain distinct in
personality but have begun to interact and respond to one another. They begin to dance.
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Performance Notes
Mutes: The trumpets and trombones require metallic straight mutes. These should have a very bright, buzzy character in loud passages.
The first trumpet and first horn each also require a fiber straight mute or lyric mute.

Glissandi: Straight lines indicate a nonharmonic slide between pitches. Those marked “continuous” should take the entire written
duration to slide evenly to the next pitch.

Bass Clarinet and String Contrabass require low C extensions. Contrabass Clarinet requires a low D extension.
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Instrumentation
Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes
English Horn

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

Eb Clarinet
3 Bb Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
Bb Contrabass Clarinet

Soprano Saxophone
2 Eb Alto Saxophones
Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

4 Horns in F

Bb Piccolo Trumpet
4 Bb Trumpets
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Euphonium
2 Tubas

Contrabass

Harp
Piano and Celesta

Timpani

5 Percussionists
1. Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Chimes, Triangle, Large Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam
Crotales, Glockenspiel, Medium and Large Suspended Cymbals, 3 Tom Drums (high, middle, low)
Marimba, Small Splash Cymbal, Triangle, Snare Drum, Tam-tam
Bass Drum, Tam-tam, Small Splash Cymbal, Medium Suspended Cymbal
Vibraphone (with motor), Crash Cymbals, Tam-tam

A

Only one of each instrument is necessary in this percussion equipment list. Staff placement is as follows:

r Tloms | | ~ r Suspended -

T [ [ P ek [

H—] ———— | | |
= ‘ ' ‘

Tam-tam  Bass Snare Low Middle High  Triangle Large Medium Splash  Crash

x fa
|
[

Each of the Bb Clarinet parts should be doubled. Any additional doubling throughout the ensemble is at the discretion of the director.
Any part marked as solo should always be only one player.
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