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Program Note 

The summation of my undergraduate study, this Sonata is a truly personal work. It reflects my 

developing relationship with faith. Specifically, the weight of dogma—which I associate with the 

spoken text of the Mass—and the enigmatic mystery of faith—which I associate with the music. 

Performed without pause, it blends the traditional sonata form with that of the Mass. First there is 

a pattern prelude which establishes the principal motive that permeates the work. The second 

movement, drastically longer than the rest, presents and develops two contrasting responses to the 

opening prelude. These responses break down in the third movement, before finally synthesizing. 

The work concludes with a return to the opening prelude. 

 

 

Notes for the Score 

The entire work is to be performed continuously (attacca). 

All grace notes precede the beat and should be played as fast as possible.  

 

Saxophone: 

Straight lines (portamenti) indicate a fairly continuous inharmonic slide between two pitches and 

should take the entire duration. The portamenti may be any combination of fingering and voicing 

techniques, unless specified otherwise. Those preceding rests (falls) should occur at the end of the 

note’s duration.  

The air sounds should always be quite aggressive and may be produced at the mouthpiece, through 

the instrument, or any combination. All air sounds are accompanied by key clicks.  

The stage directions in the third movement should not be sudden or pantomimed. When facing the 

pianist, do not turn your back to the audience; your left side should face out. 

 

 

Transposed score 

Duration: c. 28’ 
 

 

With thanks to Alex and Jamey Strawn, Douglas Knehans, Ellen Harrison, and Carly Hood. 
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L.H.

L.H.

16

21

poco

poco









molto	rit.

poco	rit.

 











 





 















 







 







 



 



 

7








35

33

28

31










 










 






  

 

 



 











    























 



 













  



      





 













 





  

              























   



 







  







 











 













 







 

 

 



















 





























 

















 

 

 





 

 



  









 

 

 

  

















 









 











 

  





 











 

























   



   

   
























































 

 





 















  







 









 















 












 








wispy

glassy

with	pedal

	=	84

 	=	  

29

34



accel.(molto	rit.)







8








45

38

41

43







 







 









 



  









 



   
  





















 















 



  





 







 



 













  



 



 









 





 

 



 



  





 





 











































 



  





 





 



  

 

  









 









 







 

 











 



















  



  

 









 

 







 







 

 





 































 

 



  















  



   

 



 



   

 

   

 

    





  

  





  







  



 



 



 

 

 



  

    





 

 

  

 





























   

   



    







   

 





















  


 









 

 



 





 

 

























warm	and	restless

warm	and	restless

3

55

55

5

5

5

5 5 5

555

55 5

5

55 5

=	 ( =	104) 


with	more	vibrato

44

cresc.

cresc.



 





   
9









57

48

51

54



 



















  

  



 













 









 



 



 













  

 

 




















 

















 





 















 

 











      



  











  



     













 



    



































 



















   















 















 

 







 







   





























 





 

 

 





  













 





    




















 

 



  

 







 









 

  



 



 




































 














 










 



















 



 









  













  









 





   























soaring!

harp-like

forceful

55 555 55

6

5

55 5

5

5 5

5

55 5

5 5

5

5

5

5

5

5

55


=	 ( =	132) 

growl
52

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

 



 









 

10









66

62

64

59















 





  



   



























 

 

 



 




 







  



 







 



















 





 











 













 











 



 















  







 

 



  



 





























 





 

 

















 











 







          











 



   



  













  



 



  



   



 





  





 



   



  









 



 











 









 
























 

 







 






  

 







































 









































 

 



  







 





 



 

 
leggiero

leggiero

3

5 55

3

6

5 55 55

 	=	  64







11









